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I.—Forr1en Po.rtics. 


Tae Bharat Mihir, of the 24th September, says that it is becom- 
ish Government and Bur- ing increasingly probable that there will be 
ss ; difficulties with Burma, The British Govern- 

ont, which is ever bent upon territorial annexation, says that the conduct 
the Burmese King is hostile to England, that he is placing obstacles in 
* way of British commerce, that he is seeking to form an alliance 
gith France who has always been an enemy of England, that he has never 
haved properly towards Englishmen, and that he grants protection to 
criminals expelled from the British dominions. It is not known what amount 
of truth there is in these charges, but it appears probable from the attitude 
{ the British Government that ere long there will be a war against Burma. 
Who knows how long the country will suffer from war? Hardly is the 
Russo-Afghan difficulty over when there is probability of a war with Burma. 
Who will attend to works of internal improvement if Government -is thus 
to keep itself ever busy with wars? | 


9. The Patakd, of the 25th September, is glad to learn that a 
4 Bengali sent on a diplomatic mis- Bengali has been sent on a diplomatic mission 


son. to China. Baboo Sharat Chunder Das, who 
has been selected for this work, is an able man. 


8. The Pratitkdr, of the 25th. September, says that the King of 
Puen Burma has assumed a hostile attitude towards 

ee the English. Rumour says that he is intri- 

cuing with the French. He has stopped all trade with British Burma. His 
kingdom has now become the refuge of dacoits and murderers. If the 
English want to chastise these the King ccmes to their help. He seems to 


m be bent on a trial of strength with the English because he has obtained the 
cupport of the French. 


4. The same paper says that the employment of Baboo Sharat 


Chuoder Das in an embassy to China has 
Baboo Sharat Chunder Das. ° 
i ala increased the respect of the people towards 


The Bri 


Government, 


5. A correspondent of the Wava Medint, of the 26th September, is 


ii greatly alarmed at the secret deliberations and 
parations for war. . , 

the vast preparations that are being made 
for war. There is something in the air which does not shows that things 


mii not goon smoothly. Perhaps there will be some disturbance durin 
the cold weather. The attitude of Englishmen does not show that there 
8 much likelihood of lasting peace. Rails are being laid to Quetta. 
erg an island near Karachi, and Multan are being strongly 
rtified, 
6. The Bangabdst, of the 26th September, says that Russia is trying 
Reais ie Bere to kindle the flames of war in Europe. The 
. Roumelians have risen in revolt. Prince 
Alexander of Bulgaria has joined the revolt and has declared himself 
“Ruler of Roumelia. The Prince is a relation of the Czar, and it can 
r easily inferred that all this has happened at the instigation of Russia. 
‘ie Lnglishman and others say that Germany and Austria are privy to 
re movement. Now the responsibility of assisting the helpless Turk 
Yolves on England. The Berlin treaty falls to the ground. 
7. The same paper is afraid that there will be a quarrel with indi- 
‘dependent Burma, pendent Burma. The mercnants of Rangoon 
vith th are moving heaven and earth to foment a quarrel 
sas at power, but they have not as yet succeeded in gaining their object 
‘t because of Russian advance or because Lord Dufferin is a strong man. 


Baarat Migr, 
Sept, 24th, 1885. 


PaTAKA, 
Sept. 25th, 1385. 


PRATIKAR, 
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PratikAB. 


Nava MEDINI, 
Sept. 26th 1885. 
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Sept. 26th, 1885, 


BaNGABASI. 
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Sept, 28th, 1885. 
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8. The Navavibhakar, 7 a aud ee ae says that it } 

|  _. - already noticed how the Cham ” 
ee ee re merce and other. Anglo-lndien tos Con. 
inciting Government to occupy Burma. 80 long as thete was r ate 
a war with Russia on the western frontier there was no fear of dint ™ 
bance of peace on the eastern frontier. But now that the probabil; ae 
war with Russia has been removed, war on the eastern frontier is bee oh 
probable. Had Lord Ripon remained Viceroy, there would have hoe 
room for fear. But inasmuch as the writer is not aware of Lord Dufferin 
views upon the subject, it cannot be ascertained whether or not His Bros) 
lency will be deluded by the wiles of Englishmen resident in Burma, 14, 
writer would not have objected so much, if the hostility of Englishmen iy 
been confined to Burma alone, but their hostility towards Burma has becon 
converted into hostility towards the French. The writer does not belie 
that the French will incur the displeasure of the English by occupying Burm, 
As for the extension of trade, the French have as much right to extend their 
trade in Burma asthe English, When the English have madeag treaty 
with Burma for the extension of English trade, why cannot the French 
make a similar treaty with her? The English Government and the English 
merchants will undoubtedly be injured if the Burmese King empowers the 
French to construct railways in his dominion, and if he allows them to collec, § 
certain taxes as interest on the money spent by them on the railways, But 
the English have: no right to interfere with the action of Burma. The 
writer cannot approve of the remarks made by Mr. Bernard in support of 
the prayer of the English merchants of Burma. How can the English 
interfere if the King of independent Burma shows greater favour to the 
French ? It is by no means reasonable that, because the English have so 
long enjoyed the monopoly of trade with Burma, they should be allowed to 
enjoy that monopoly for ever. Will the English be able to drive the French 
out of Burma by saying that French influence in Burma will place obstacles 
in the way of free trade? If the English Government has to act according 
to the advice of the Englishmen resident in Burma, it will have to immediately 
make arrangements for the annexation of that country. But the French wil 
not sit silent if this is done. The Conservatives may perhaps assume 
against the French the threatening attitude which they could not assume 
against Russia. The writer has not yet understood Lord Dufferin’s policy, 
but he fears that Lord Dufferin will not follow the policy of Lord Ripon. If 
the relations between the English and the French become strained, Indian 
blood will be shed and Indian money will be spent. ‘The writer requests 
Lord Dufferin to prevent such a calamity by advising the Burmese King in a 
friendly spirit. A reconciliation between the Bombay-Burma Trading Cor- 
poration and the Burmese Government may be easily brought about by the 
mediation of the Chief Commissioner. The Englishmen resident in 
Burma themselves are saying that the Burmese Ministers are not opposed 
to a settlement of the differences by such arbitration. It is the interest 
of the English to make the Burmese King their friend. If he is attached 
to the English Government, French influence in Burma will not be great. 
A mild and honest policy produces golden results. But the opposite effect 
is often produced by a policy of threat. There are still two ways of settling 
the differences with Burma :—(1) making the Burmese accede ‘to the wishes 
of the British Government by friendly persuasion ; (2) the annexation of the 
country. The first way is by far the better and easier one. British prestige — 
will not be in any way injured by that course. In order to adopt the first 
course it will only be necessary to send a gentlemanly letter and @ gentle- 
manly representative to the Burmese Court. But if the second course 
adopted a quarrel will break out with the French. 
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9, The Som Prakdsh, of the 28th September, says that the assump- 
- tion of the title of Emperor of Central Asia b 
Bogland and Russie. the Czar will certainly greatly pain Englan 
the writer thinks that the Queen will after this assume the title of 
Empress of Southern Asia. He also thinks that Indians will derive benefit 
rom the proximity of the two powersin Asia. He thinks that in order 
to remove the apprehension of a Russian invasion, the English Government 
gill be obliged to conciliate Indians. | 
10. The Sadr Sudhdantdht, of the 28th September, says that Russia in- 
tendsto kindle the flames of a great war in 
Europe by making the Berlin treaty null and 
roid, in order that she may do what she pleasesin Asia. If such a war breaks 
out, Germany and Austria will support Russia, and England will have to 
support Turkey. This intention of Russia is very dangerous. 
11. Phe Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 2nd October, says that 
has tidiek the English entered Egypt in an inauspicious 
The English in Egyp moment. Since that time they have met 
with difficulties at every step. They may hold consultations with the Turks, 
but people everywhere know that they are in difficulty. They have succeed- 
ed in gaining victory indeed, but the cost in men and money is enormous. 
If Russia finds England engaged in Egypt, she is sure to advance. And 


if the English are engaged in war in various parts of the world, their subjects 
are sure to suffer greatly. 


England and Russia. 


I].—Homs ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


12.- A correspondent of the Grdmvdrtd Prakdshikd, of the 26th Sep- 
tember, says that there was a case of theft 
somewhere near Comercolly. The Sub-In- 
spector went to investigate the case, but could not do anything. But the 
poor man whose things had been stolen was in a manner asked to pay the 
palki hire of the Sub-Inspector Baboo. But the man had no money nor 
could he get aloan. The Sub-Inspector then asked him to identify as 
his own a quantity of corn which was not hisown. But his mother told 
him not to do so. This incensed the Babooso much that he struck the 
poor woman with his stick. 

In another case of theft the servant of the house went to report the 
tase to the police. He was taken to an uninhabited place where he was 
ittained for seven days and soundly beaten. : 

13. The Somaya, of the 28th September, says that the former Inspec- 
tor of the Singur thana was transferred 
7 because people had no faith in him. The 
| *ter has not heard anything against the present Inspector. He hopes 
that the lnspector will not fail to investigate the theft cases. Heis a new 

ian and is therefore likely to be cheated. There are some disreputable 
Hople in this locality who often go to the thana on some pretext or other. 
sharp eye is to be kept on these men. 
14. The Surabhd, of the 80th September, says that the removal of the 
aster of prostitutes from respe- prostitutes from respectable quarters of the 


The Comercolly police. 


The Serampore polices 


"wget of morality. The writer hopes that Mr. Lambert, who is eager to 


Obscenity, will grant the prayer of the respectable inhabitants of 
“ut Dutt’s Lane for the removal of prostitutes from their quarter. ) 


town has become very necessary in the 


Som PRakasH, 
Sept. 28th, 1886. 


Sar SUDHANIDHI, 
Sept, 28th, 1885. 


SamvapD Porsa- 
CHANDRODAYA, 


Oct. 2nd, 1885. 


GRAMVARTA 
PRAKASHIKA, 


Sept. 26th, 1885. 


SamaYa, 
Sept. 28th, 1885. 
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(b.)— Working of the Courts. — 


pinnae Qanibia 15. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 22nd September, sa 
Sept. 22nd, 1885. who are appointed Deputy Mactan re 
@ 


no knowledge of the business of 
and of law when they first join office. But they have to try cases hg 
diately after their appointment. Some Deputy Magistrates are go dull-witt ¢ 
that they conclude innocent mento be guilty and guilty men ct 
innocent. When they have once concluded in their minds that man ; 
guilty, nothing can remove that belief from their minds. The . 
Magistrates often pass such sentences as do not admit of being appreles 
against. There is another dreadful weapon in the hands of Deput 
Magistrate namely the power of summary trial. There is no appeal eating 
the decision of first class Magistrates fining a person, or Sentencing one 
to not more than three months’ imprisonment. Evidence has not also ty 
be completely recorded, and the reasons for the decision have not to be 
completely recorded in summary trials. The Magistrates take full advantage | 
of the above power. : 
BURDWAN SANUIVAK. 16. The same paper says that out of the 90 persons summoned t 
to serve as jurors at the Jate Burdwan Sessions 
43 persons arrived on the first day of the 
trial. Of these only 5 were required to serve as jurors that day, and the 
rest were ordered to attend on the day when the second case would be 
taken up. On that day only 5 persons were selected to serve as jurors, and 
the rest were ordered not to attend onthe day when the third case would be 
taken up. Many of these jurors have come from a distance of 10 to 
12 miles. They will have to put up in Burdwan till the Sessions are 
closed. The High Court has recently issued a circular to the effect, that all 
the jurors shall be summoned on the first day of the sessions, and 
that they shall attend court so long as they have not served in 
that capacity. This rule is very inconvenient to jurors. Will no one take 
any notice of this ? 
_ PRATIKAR, 17. The Pratikdr, of the 25th September, says that the object 
Sept. 25th, 1885. : of the Amla Commission is to lighten the 
work of the Amla, to reduce their number, 
and to increase their pay. The present Amla have to work very 
hard on a very inadequate scale of salaries. The writer hopes that 
their condition will be improved this time, because the gentlemen compos 
ing the Amla Commission will be able to know the hardship under which 
these people labour. They are all experienced men, and love to do 
justice. | 
Hoye 18. The Nava Vedint, of the 26th September, notices the petition | 
ee Deputy Magistrate of Ulu. made by 375 inhabitants of the Ulubaria sub- 
baria. division for the transfer of the present sub- 
_ divisional officer from that place. If the facts stated in the petition are true, 
the officer should be severely punished. The writer hopes that the 
Lieutenant-Governor will enquire into the matter. ie 
PM ges 19. The Dainit, of the 80th September, says that in a case ID | 
Mi __. Which a Hindu husband sued for the resti't: 
r. Justice Pinhey on early marriage. tion of conjugal rights, and in which - 
wife deposed that she was married at an early age, and that she did rm 
like her husband, and therefore she should not be compelled to — 
him; Mr. Justice Pinhey of the Bombay High Court has decidet Re 
favour of the wife. The European community is very glad that Mr. Pip 7 
has laid the axe atthe root of early marriage. But, asks the writer, "9 It 
what law and what precedent did Mr. Pinhey deliver such a judgement ere | 
will not only disturb the peace of the Hindu household, but will also inte 


The Deputy Magistrates. 


The inconvenience of jurors. 


The Amla Commission. 


( 1241 ) 


gith.the religion of the Hindus. Mr. Pinhey is a Judge. He should 
) dge according to law. But if ne wants to set himself up as a reformer, 
‘ should not certainly do so on the Bench. _ 

90, The Swrabht, of the 30th September, says that there are many 
defects in the procedure followed in the trial 
of criminal cases in this country, and these 
hould be removed. The writer deals in this article with the power of sum- 
nary trial vested 10 Magistrates. The writer says taat the administration 
of criminal justice is far more difficult than the administration of civil 
justice. If a man loses his property by a wrongful decision of a Civil Court 
he may regain his property in future, or may acquire again such a property 
by earning money. But when a man once loses his character owing to 


Summary trial by Magistrates. 


eonviction by a Criminal Court, the stigma sticks to him forever. Still. 


the Munsiffs who are Civil Judicial officers are required to possess some 
indispensable qualifications. The Deputy Magistrates who are Criminal 
i Judicial officers are in most cases appointed owing to recommendation. 
The number of half-educated and inexperienced Deputy Magistrates 
3 not small. Still these men, and what is more terrible, young and 
inexperienced English Magistrates, having no knowledge of the 
manners and customs of the country, are vested with the power of summary 
tial If a Magistrate fines one Rs. 200, or sentences one to 
imprisopment for three months in a summary trial, there is no appeal 
against his decision. Even the High Court commits mistakes. But 
it is taken for granted that Magistrates of the first class are infallible when 
they inflict the above sentences in summary trials. In summary trials 
the Magistrates are not also required to take down evidence, or to formally 
record under what section the accused is charged. Consequently from the 
records of such cases, the public or the superior courts cannot understand 
whether justice has been done or not, unless some gross mistake in law 
made. The High Court does not interfere with the summary decisions 
of Magistrates. ‘Thus when many persons would have been declared in- 
nocent if there had been an appeal against such decisions they cannot obtain 
justice owing to the present system. To prevent appeals against their 
decisions, Magistrates do not in many cases fine persons more than Rs, 50, or 
fentence them to more than one month’s imprisonment. Mr. Westmacott 
pointed this out to Government last year. It is also very unsatisfactory 


that there is no appeal against the decision of Magistrates sentencing 
persons to whipping. 


(d)— Education. 


el. The Paridarshak, of the 20th September, says that, at present, 
» Examination of Minor students of Minor Schools learn English only as 
‘hg | a language, and they are taught mathematics, 
lory, and other subjects in Bengali. This puts them to great disadvan- 
¢ When they go to higher schools where every subject is taught in 
ash, and where they have to read. Sanskrit of which in the Minor 
tool they learnt nothing. To provide against this disadvantage, the 
viet thinks that the curriculum of studies in the Minor Schools should 

© Same as in the lower classes: of High Schools. 

“*. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 28rd September, says that some 
Physical exercise in schools. of the Colleges have gymnastic classes 
ach ol attached te them, but as attendance: at 

Classes ig not compulsory, no good comes of the arrangement. 
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The writer thinks that attendance at the gymnastic classes should be made 
compulsory. 


938. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 24th September, remarks, in the 


se course of an article on the Calcutta Universit 
sede saad that when the Syndicate transferred the po 
of Baboo Prasanna Kumar Lahiri from the list of Examiners in English 


to that of Examiners in History, on the ground that the Baboo is the author 
of a key to an English work which has been appointed a subject of 
Examination, it should have acted similarly in the case of Mr. Rowe, who 

is the author of the “ Hints on the Study of English,” which is in many — 
schools used as a text-book by the candidates for the Entrance examina- 
tion. Theappointment of Mr. Rowe, as Chief Examiner in English, jg 
also objectionable, considering that last year when also he was Examiner, © 
he showed great carelessness in setting questions. Of the five members of | 
the Syndicate three are examiners this year. This also is objectionable. 


24. A correspondent of the Sddharant, of the 27th September, says 
Remitting rewards to gurus by that owing to the rule that gurus will no 
money-order. longer obtain rewards from Sub-Inspectors | 
of schools, but by money-order from Deputy Inspectors at intervals of | 
three months, they obtain the rewards late, and have to pay 2 annas | 
every three months as money-order fee. Owing to this arrangement the 
poor gurus whose monthly income is Rs. 8 to 10 will not obtain their 


rewards for the month before that on which the Durga Pujah will take place | 
before that festival. 


25. The Samaya, of the 28th September, says that 35 out of 


u : Rasch 
The Education Department. a thousand are under instruction in the 


Burdwan Division. ‘his is a shameful state 
of things. The Queen’s Proclamation was published 28 years ago. But 
the result has not been what was expected. 


26. The Surabli, of the 30th September, says that in order to jm 


Commercial and technical schools. improve the trade and manufactures of India, : 


it is necessary to establish commercial and 
technical schools all over the country. Such schools exist in almost every 


European country. Those schools are maintained by the Governments of 
those countries. It is a matter of rejoicing that Lord Dufferin has realized 
the necessity for the improvement of Indian trade and. manufactures. 


The writer hopes that when His Excellency has realized this necessity he ™ 
will establish a technical school in every town of India. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


27. The Charu Varid, of the 21st September, says that the Loc: : 
Beas oo Self-Government Act was passed in March 
© Mocal Sel Government Acs ~~ last, but up to this time it has not been 
introduced anywhere in Bengal. Other provinces are in the enjoyment 0 
the Local Self-Government granted by Lord Ripon. But Bengal b 
not got it even now. The measure has, at last, after long discussion, bee : 
passed. But why has it not been introduced as yet? ‘Lord Dufferin wa 
all this time engaged in frontier affairs. But what was Sir Rivers 
Thompson doing ? The writer does not understand whether the want me 
Sir Rivers’ sympathy with the measure or his ill-health is the cause of thé 
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lay of its introduction. If his ill-health is the cause, why does he retain 
delay ointment to the detriment of the interests of millions? 
™ TN8. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 22nd September, says that Borpwan Saxsrvam, 
dei and the Calcutta Lord Dufferin has found the Commissioners Sept. 22nd, 1885. 
sfanicipalty. of the Calcutta Municipality guilty, and has 
ensured them. He has also expressed the opinion that taxation should be 
kept at its highest limit for the purpose of removing the defects in the 
sanitary arrangements for the town. In short, he has supported the action of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and found the Municipal Commissioners guilty of 
neglect of duty. The writer is not surprised at. the Viceroy’s decision. 
Gelf-government cannot be really introduced into the country so long as 
the present system of administration is not changed. For Lord Dufferin 
to have supported the Commissioners, and blamed the Bengal Govern ment 
would have amounted to laying the axe at the root of the policy upon 
ghich the administration of India is now conducted. The people have no 
share in the legislation of their country. Government makes laws, and the 
people are bound hand and foot by them. It is true that the Government in 
Eogland has the power of interfering with the action of local bodies. But 
when the order of Government is opposed to the wishes of the people in 
England, that order cannot be carried out. In that country alone where 
the people possess power like the English people can there be real self- 
government. 
99. The Patékda, of the 23rd September, asks, have not the statenients oe 
Tord Dufferin and the Calcutta Of Lord Dufferin in support of the Enquiry “~~ 
Municipality. Commission been made in order to mislead the 
public? Noone can deny that the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality 
are discharging their duties in a satisfactory manner. What need was there 
under these circumstances to appoint an Enquiry Commission? If it was 
the object of Government to ascertain facts about the condition of the 
town, it could easily obtain the required information from the Municipal 
Commissioners. The Viceroy thinks that when in England the Home 
Government has the power of interfering with the action of municipalities, 
the Government of this country should also have the same power. The 
writer asks that if every arrangement in England is to be introduced here, 
why are not the good English institutions introduced here? Is it just to 
introduce only the bad English arrangements here? Has the Viceroy 
no idea of what the fate of the Lieutenant-Governor would have been 
if he had appointed an Enquiry Commission in England?. Why does he 
then speak of Kinglish arrangements in connection with the administration 
of India. Everybody will admit that the condition of Calcutta has become 
far better than when it was. under the management of Government. Still 
the Lieutenant-Governor insulted the Municipal Commissioners by appoint- 
ing an Enquiry Commission. Instead of. paying any heed to the increasing 
mortality in the Suburbs near his own place he attacked the Calcutta 
Municipality. Has the Viceroy in this manner undeceived the Indians who 
took him for a good man? When on the first occasion he has acted in 
this manner, there is no hope of any benefit from him. 
80. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 23rd September, says that the order of ree uae 
Sunday meeetings of municipalities. © Lieutenant-Governor prohibiting muni- -—° 
cipalities to hold meetings on Sundays will 
be a serious obstacle 


to their working, for municipal meetings are held 
senerally on that day. But the writer expects that the order will not be 
Carried into effect. 


31. The Sanjtoant, of the 26th September, says that the Viceroy has Sept. 26th, 1686 
The Calcutta Municipality. joined the Lieutenant-Governor in order to 


: ~ compel the Calcutta Municipality to pay greater 
attention to the improvements of the town. But he has not considered 
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the question of the want of funds of the municipality. Government is in 
want of funds, and so it has put a stop to all useful works, and cannot h 
the distressed in the flooded districts. The municipality has no 
but it must make improvements. This is capital justice indeed | 


elp 
money, 


82. The Nava Medini, of the 26th September, is sorry to read the 
resolution of the Viceroy on the workin 

of the Calcutta Municipality. It is a matter 
of great regret that the successor of Lord Ripon selected by Mr. Gladstone 
should interfere with the working of the self-government scheme. Lord 
Dufferin promised to water the young plant of self-government, but 
it comes to nothing. He has tried to support Sir Rivers Thompson, 
and this shows what regard he has for self-government. Before coming to 
India he said something to a deputation of native gentlemen who waited 
upon him. His action shows now what he meant then. In his eye the 
Civilian is faultless. One who has so high a regard for Civilians will not be 
able to do any good to the people, for most Civilians hate natives. The 
natives are an eye-sore to them. | 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


33. The Sddhdrant, of the 27th September, says that the Viceroy 
: has supported the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Municipality. and the Calcutta his quarrel with the Commissioners of the 
Calcutta Municipality. The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor has characterized the reduction of the house-tax as a grave 
offence of the municipality. The Viceroy too has censured the 
Commissioners for that. The Viceroy is of opinion that taxation should 
be kept at its highest limit so long as the sanitary arrangements of the 
town are not perfect. From these statements it appears that the Viceroy 
has believed one side only, namely, the Lieutenant-Governor. The. Muni- 
cipal Commissioners have been threatened towards the conclusion of the 
resolution. ‘he resolution states that Government has the right of 
interfering with the independent action of municipalities, if it is found that 
the people are not benefited by them. It is a matter of regret that such 
a resolution has been issued by Lord Dufferin. 


34, A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 28th September, | 
| 2 referring to a petition which is being got up © 
— of the Rajpore Muni- by some gentlemen against the mismanagement 
| and the oppressions which exist in the Rajpore 
Municipality, says that the statements in it regarding the Chairman are false. 
The petition states that the Chairman is uneducated and has no experience 
of business. But the Chairman is far more educated than the Commis- 
sioners with the exception of two or three. The statement about his 
inexperience is entirely malicious. If to possess simplicity of heart and 
exemplary courteousness is to be incompetent, the writer is willing to appoiat 
such incompetent men as Chairmen. 


35. The Dainik, of the 28th September, says that Sir Rivers 
Thompson could not tolerate the idea that. 

sunday meetings of municipa- the municipalities should convene meetings on 
ae Sundays, and so he has ordered that no muni- 
cipal meeting should be heldon Sundays. Sir Rivers should have enquired 
whether there are many Christians on the Committee. If there be n0 
Christians, why should not meetings be called on Sundays? Perhaps he 
thinks that when Sunday is a holy day to Christians it must be a holy day to 
every one. The writer thinks that Sunday meetings are an advantage to the 


municipalities. Commissioners can attend meetings on that day without 
any inconvenience. | 
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36. The Surabht, of the 80th September, says that the Viceroy’s 
Government and the Calcutta resolution on the Lieuten ant-Governor’s 
Manicipality. quarrel with the Calcutta Municipality, shows 
ghat hopes there are of the development of self-government under him. 
From the speeches made by Lord Dufferin after his arrival into this country, 
the writer concluded that he was a very firmhearted man and that he would 
depend upon nobody swords. But he now sees that that opinion was mis- 
taken. When influenced by Mr. Mackenzie, he has supported the action of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, it is evident that he is not firmhearted enough to 
resist civilian influence and to act independently, Anglo-Indians, and 
especially Bengal Civilians are opposed to self-government. Messrs. 
Cunningham, Payne, and Beverley spared no efforts to destory municipal 
self-government in Calcutta. The Lieutenant-Governor too did not fail 
to make such efforts covertly. They first tried to discredit the municipality 
upon the pretext that the town was unhealthy. Not being completely 
successful in that, they are bent upon the amalgamation of Calcutta with 
the Suburbs. Firstly, the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality are an 
eye-sore of those worthies ; secondly, the elected Commissioners of the 
Suburbs will exercise the powers conferred upon them by the new 
self-government Jaw, and thirdly, the Lieutenant-Governor’s favourite, 
Mr. Sterndale, has been in a manner dismissed by the Commissioners. 
All this is intolerable to the proud English heart and especially to 
Anglo-Indian hearts. Can Sir Rivers Thompson, who is a lover of his 
countrymen, sit silent after such audacity on the part of Bengalis? He 
has determined to destroy anyhow the system of self-government. 


(9)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. — 


87. The Purvd Bangabdst, of the 20th September, says that there are 
neither good roads nor good canals in the Per- 
gunnah of Syngai, in the sub-division of Daud 
Kandi, in the district of Tipperah. The people are paying road cess every year, 
but by repeated applications they have not as yet succeeded in getting a 
road. The people are poor, they cannot contribute anything separately to- 
wards the construction of roads. They have this time applied to the popular 
Magistrate, Mr. Skrine, and the Editor joias them in their prayer that a 
road be constructed from Kowadi to Daud Kandi, and that a canal be ex- 
cavated from Panch Gachhia to Gouripura, o#@ Chandra Shekhardi. 


Roads in Tipperah. 


38. The Samaya, of the. 28th September, says that famines 
— will never be prevented unless some means 
be devised for the prevention of droughts and 
inundations. In an agricultural country like India, no trade can flourish 
without the improvement of agriculture. The writer advocates the ex- 
cavation of a large number of artificial reservoirs of water, which will benefit 
agriculture, both when rain is scarce and when rain is abundant. 


39. The Ananda Rezar Patrikd, of the 28th September, says that 
‘ince the construction. of railways and other 
high roads in the country, the floods have 
ceased to leave after them the beneficial effects which were experieneed 
formerly. The flood-water cannot now escape as rapidly as before through 
the natural water-courses of the country, which have uow been blocked up, 
and the effect of this is that the force of accumulated water in particular 
ocalities increases, and thus breaches railways and roads. The crops are 
‘tbmerged and destroyed by flood-water. 


Railways and floods. 
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| GENEBAL. | 

40. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 22nd September, endorses the 
ei opinion of the Pioneer that Government should 

@ sepoys. : : 
| give the sepoys food and clothes in addition 

to their present salary of Re. 7, out of which they have now to feeg 
and clothe themselves. If this is done, many will be eager to enlist 
themselves as sepoys. 
SAHACHAR, 41. The Sahachar, of the 23rd September, says that Lord Ripon is 
Sept. 23rd, 1885. Lord Ripon and Lord Randolph nat the man to do a thing of which one need 
Churchill, — be ashamed. -It is only shameless persons 
like Lord Randolph Churchill that increase their disgrace by finding fault 
with Lord Ripon’s acts. The writer has always said that English dominion 
in India will be secure if the English Government can satisfy Indians, ll 
the liberal statesmen of England also are of the same opinion. Lord 
Ripon followed the policy of conciliating Indians. He is even now sup- 
porting that policy. The writer says that no notice need be taken of the 
words of the hostile Tory Lord. Ifthe world have not yet become com- 
pletely subject to Satan, and if honestv and righteousness be still respected 
even in the slightest: degree, Lord Randolph Churchill will surely be dis- 
credited before the English people. The 250 millions of Indians are 
unanimously saying :—“ Lord Ripon is our adorable idol. May God save 
us from the hands of Lord Randolph Churchill !” 
SAHACHAR. 42. The same paper says, that native manufactures will not be deve- 
Government and native manufac. loped by encouragement by mere words and 
—_ by exhibitions at Simla. Now Indians have 
to import from England even needles, thread, and cards. The 
officials encourage native manufactures merely by words, but they encourage 
English manufactures by real help. The Anglo-Indian officials look to 
the interests of the English merchants alone. Articles which can be 
obtained in this country are imported from England. For this reason the 
condition of native manufactures is so wretched. The encouragement of 
the fine arts alone will not increase the wealth of the country. Govern- 
ment should establish technical schools in different parts of the country. 
Lord Ripon intended to do so. This has aiso been recommended by the 
Education Commission. Exhibitions also should be from time to time held 
for the encouragement of native manufactures alone. 

Buen, 43. The Bheri, of the 25th September, says that all men have not 
ee TE, the power to govern kingdoms. He who by 
the favour of God becomes powerful enough 

to become an instrument in the Divine hand, deserves respect. Rising 
against him is irreligious. : 
Anya Danpan, 44. ‘The Arya Darpan, of the 25th September, says that Lord 
ae ek Randolph Churchill, has promised the reform 
ee of the India Council. On hearing this, 
friends of India like Dr.. Hunter have mooted a new proposal. They pro- 
pose that a native of India should be taken into the Council of the Secretary 
of State for India. The natives of all classes are sure to approve of this. pro- 
posal. But some of the Editors of English papers too will approve of it. The 
India Council is composed of retired pat a ae he who are very narrow- 


Loyalty. 


minded. ) | 

Paige gee 45. The Fratikdr, of the 25th September, asks (1)when the roads 

Ries have been made over either to Municipalities 
or to Road Cess Committees, what is the 
of maintaining a Public Works Department any longer in Moorshedabad ? 
The embankments have all been destroyed. In every year of heavy rains they, 
as arule, give way. The only business left for the department is repairing” 
the barracks and measuring the depth of water. The writer thinks that these 
works should be entrusted to District Engineers, and that. the Government 


The Public Works Department. 


( 1247 ) 


‘seers should be sent back to England where they might get their pa 
Tia cause an addition to the Home charges. poner et 
4g, The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 26th September, says that Lord %*v4> Passsanan 
Dufferin without lending his ears to the state “"" 
| of distress which now prevail in Bengal, will 
soceeded on a tour round the cities of the North-Western Provinces, This 
3 a time when he should come to the Capital and try to relieve distress. It 
s true the Lieutenant-Governor is in charge of affairs, but he is not in good 
yealth and anxious for residence in the hills. People will have to depend on 
the Viceroy alone. — 
47, The Sanjivant, of the 26th September, says that the rail-road 844". 
cir Rivers Thompson ona river tO Darjeeling has given way, and that malaria pce 
oo. _ prevails all over the country. And so Sir 
Rivers Thompson proceeds to Darjeeling by river, while people are given 
to understand that he 1s on a tour of inspection through the flooded districts. 
Such a precious Governor is rare. If the object of the Lieutenant- 
Governor had been to inspect the condition of the people, he would have 
gone to Ghattal and Jungipore. 
48, The same paper says that the selfishness of a certain section of the 
Natives in the Medical Depart Anglo-Indian community has become in- 
ment, tolerable. Dr. Cunningham and Dr. Crawford 
have recently recommended to Government the formation of a Native 
Medical Service in order to prevent natives from entering the Covenanted 
Civil Medical Service which should be reserved for Europeans only. The 
~ natives are to be Assistant-Surgeons and Civil Medical Officers. 
49, The same paper asks, had Sir Rivers Thompson not been the “™%4™ 
- _ Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, what would 
have become of him ? Such governors are 
possible only in India. Baboo Peary Mohun Mukerjee explained to him 
the sufferings of the people of Bengal on account of the recent floods. 
Sir Rivers Thompson did not understand him and could not believe him. 
He is ready to believe men whom Peary Baboo can keep as his servants. But 
he cannot believe Peary Baboo. 
Mr. Cruickshank minutely described the condition of the people as 
reported by the employés of Mr. Keswick. But the Lieutenant-Governor 
did not attach any importance to it. He did not even believe Mr. Jordan, 
a Missionary, who said that ke had seen with his own eyes people reduced 
to skeletons for want of food. His Honor did not lend his ears to the reports 
of non-officials. But will he hear whatthe officials say? Will he believe 
the Deputy Magistrate of Ghattal, the District Police Superintendent of 
Moorshedabad of the Deputy Magistrate of Jungipore ? When the respect- 
able people of the country represented that the country was passing through 
acnitical period, His Honor’s only reply was that he had not received official 
reports and did not know what to do. The writer does not understand why 
ilicial reports do not reach him as yet. The country has been flooded 
very nearly a month. | 
His Honor is trying to suppress the real state of things in the country. 
fhe admits the existence of distress, Government will have to incur ex- 
Penses, And so Sir Rivers: is trying to pooh-pooh the idea of distress. 
Why does he grudge to spend money for the natives? He can take his 
Pay though he cannot work owing to his illness; Why does he not try to 
make savings in that direction? Why does he object to spend money in 
order to save life P : re. aaa 
A correspondent of the same paper says that there is a dispensary =» Samuvans. 
A dispensary at Debrugurh. at Debrugurh under the supervision of the Dis- 
: trict Engineer, and managed by a native doctor 
mth the assistance of an illiterate coolie as his compounder. The rate of 
“ortality is increasing daily. Many coolies go to the hospital; but they 
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never return. Though there is no cholera in the neighbourhood, one Or two 


~ coolies die every day of that disease in the hospital. The writer has learnt 


on enquiry, that there are no good medicines in the hospital and that the 
patients are not carefully nursed, inasmuch as the expenses of the hospital 
have been reduced very considerably. pit 

51. The Bangabdst,of the 26th September, says that a deputation 

The deputation on the subject of Walted on His Honor the Lieutenant. 
the distress caused by the floods. Governor of Bengal, on the subject of the 
distress caused by the recent -floods. There were Rajahs, zeminday: 
merchants, Missionaries, Englishmen and Bengalis among the members 
of the deputation: But His Honor did not believe any one of them 
and so they have all alike been insulted. Every one of them insisted on His 
Honor’s granting immediate relief, but His Honor said that he was under 
the impression that the distress was not universal, but at the same time he 
admitted that he was ignorant of the facts. His Honor wants to have an 
official report. ‘The report is sure to be satisfactory, for the Deputy Magis- 
trates who will go on tour in boats will not necessarily be able to see the floods. 

52. The Sddhdrani, of the 27th September, referring to the recent 
distress in the country, says that Government 
alone can relieve it. But the officials are 
indifferent to the distress of the people. The small help which they occa- 
sionally render is due to compulsion. The writer says that it is not difficult — 
to see why Goverument is indifferent to the distress of the people. Dis- 
tress cannot be removed by the issuing of resolutions from the heights of 
Simla or Darjeeling. Government is greatly perplexed. On one side, thereis _ 
distress among poor people belonging to a foreign country and following © 
a different religion and, on the other side, there is the expenditure of money. | 
It can be easily ascertained what course the English Government will 
adopt under these circumstances. Could Government have made some | 
profit, and at the same time benefited the people it would have benefited them. — 
Because administration of justice is profitable, Government devotes great 
attention to this matter. Because the Education and Public Works Depart- — 
ments are not very costly, and at the same time gain its credit, it maintains | 
those departments. ) 

58. The Som Prakash, of the 28th September, says that the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikd states that owing to 
the recent floods a large number of poisonous | 
snakes can be seen collected on one spot. In some trees thousands of snakes — 
can be seen. Local officials may exterminate snakes from villages if they 
avail themselves of this opportunity. 

54. The same paper referring to a petition signed by 375 persons | 
The Deputy Magistrate of Ulu. Of the Uluberiah sub-division for the trans- — 
berten. fer of the Local Deputy Magistrate, Babo» 
Nobinkrishna Banerjea, on the ground of his oppressions says that it waits 
to see what orders the Lieutenant-Governor passes upon it. a : 

55. The same paper says that at the time of reducing expenditure 
Government does not take any notice of the 
large sums of money spent upon the exodus 
of the Viceroy and the Provincial Governors to the hills. Nor does it take | 
any notice of the expenditure on account of the many unnecessary high offices | 
in the army, and of the enormous salaries of the eivilians. It has only sought — 
to reduce the expenditure upon Education and Public Works. Instead of 
reducing unnecessary expenditure, it is reducing necessary expenditure. The | 
improvement which Indians have made is almost wholly due to the effi- 
ciency of the Education Depariment. It being so, the country will be | 
injured in proportion as the expenditure on that department is reduced. Yet 
the Bengal Government has reduced the educational expenditure by | 
Rs. 80,000. It is difficult to realize the injury which the couatry has | 


Government and distress. 


Snakes, 


Reduction of expenditure. 
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syffered from the reduction of the expenditure upon Public Works. By 
he expenditure on Public Works people are saved at the time of famine 
per the fear of thefts and dacoities is removed. Government bas stopped 
Pablic Works in order to reduce expenditure. For that reason the 
Lievtenant-Governor did not repair the Lalitakundi embankment though 
‘was reported to him that the embankment needed repairs. Owing to this 
negligence there has been considerable mischief. 
° 66. The same paper says that there is no probablity of any danger to 
rhe loyalty of Indians and the the Indian Empire of the English if the loyalty 
safety sf he Limpire. of Indians remain firm, This is the unani- 
mous opinion of all living statesmen possessing experience and well read in 
History. Lord Ripon gave proof of his statesmanship by sunporting that 
opinion. His good policy is now bearing fruit. The whole of India is now 
ready to support the English. No good result can be produced by mere 
stationing of troops outside of India, and by the erection of forts. The down- 
fall of the Government the people under which is discontented is certain. 
57. The Inatpore correspondent of the same paper highly praises 
' whe Deputy Magistrate of Diamond Baboo Purna Chunder Chatterjea, the present 
Harbour. able Deputy Magistrate of Diamond Harbour, 


for checking the wicked men in that sub-division. The people desire that 
he should be kept in that sub-division for some time longer. 


58. The Navavibhakar, of the 28th September, says that though 


tn tahiiees the fear of a war with Russia has been in a 


manner removed for the present, there can be 
no doubt that such a war will break out some day or other. It being so, 


it will not be unseasonable to discuss the condition of the native army. All 
military officers in India admit that Indians are not now so eager to enlist 
themselves as soldiers as formerly. It-is not difficult to account for the present 
disinclination of natives to enter the army. The salary of the sepoys has not 
been increased even by a single pice, but remains the same as at the time 
of the Kast India Company. But the purchasizg power of therupee has 
considerably diminished since that time. Native sepoys, if they obtain 
full pay, obtain only Rs. 9 per month. Native. labourers often earn a larger 
sum than that. Many formerly enlisted themselves as soldiers owing to the 
inducement of pillage. But as there is now no opportunity for pillage 
profound peace having been established in the country and wars being rare, 
men are not inclined to become soldiers on small salaries. Almost all men 
in India are skilled in some trade or other. Unless men can earn more 
by serving than by trade they do not consent to undergo the troubles of 
service. The distinction in the treatment of European and native soldiers 
also deters many from entering the army. While on service outside of 
India, every arrangement is made for the comfort of the English soldiers, 
but the native soldiers have to depend vpon their own exertions for comfort. 
The writer recommends that Government should increase the salary, and 
make arrangements for more speedy promotion of the native soldiers. — 
59. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 28th September, referring to the 
: Lieutenant-Governor’s statement in reply to 
the prayer of the deputation which waited 
upon him to bring to his notice the distress 
caused by the recent floods, to the effect that official reports about 
the distress had not yet reached him, and that he could not ask for subscrip- 
lions from the public when he did not know whether Government 
Would be able to relieve the distress without public aid, says that the 
leutenant-Governor is heartless inasmuch as he has not availed himself 
of public generosity to relieve the distress, The officials do not admit 
the existence of distress, because Government will have in that case to 
pend the large income derived from the license tax. 
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60. The Surabhi, of the 30th September, asks, will the Lieutenant 
Governor still believe that noone has been 
_ injured by the floods after reading the report 
submitted by the Sub-Divisional Officer of Ghattal? ‘Will he disbelieve that 
officer because he is a native? Sir Rivers Thompson has no heart. Byt 
has he also no fear of public opinion that he is so indifferent when news of 
distress is coming from all sides? Because the writer understood that 
the people would have to suffer much under Sir Rivers Thompson, he 
recommended that an agitation should be made for his dismissal, The 
writer still says that efforts should be made for that purpose. 
61. The same paper says that in reply to the prayer of the Ceputation 
that waited upon the Lieutenant-Governor at 
PP ale Ge: ewes. and the Belvedere, asking that he would call a public 
meeting for deciding about measures for the 
removal of the distress caused by the floods, he said that the condition of the 
province had not becorre so bad as to require the calling of such a meeting, 
Sir Rivers Thompson would not afford relief from the state exchequer. He 
has also not hesitated to place obstacles in the way of public charity. From 
all this it appears that he will be able to earn glory hke Sir Cecil Beadon. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has also assured the people that the floods will 
benefit the country rather than injure it. He has said that a bumper 
harvest will be produced when the waters have receded. The writer asks, 
who will enjoy the crops when all the inhabitants have taken leave of this 
world? Sir Rivers Thompson perhaps has not yet forgotten the beautiful 
scenery of the sea. For that reason he wishes to see from the heights of 
Darjeeling the beauty of the sea in a flooded province. 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


III.—L2&GIsLATIvE. 


62. The Arya Darpan, of the 26th September, says that Lord 


Lord Reay and Sir Rivers Thomp- Reay has done something very praiseworthy 
son. - by appointing two representatives of the 
people to his Legislative Council. Will not Sir Rivers Thompson make 
reform in his Legislative Council even when the good example of the 
Governor of Bombay is before him ? 

63. The Patdkd, of the 25th September, says that in spite of the 
Coolie Emigration Act, the coolies have to 
suffer much. oppression at the hands of the 
planters. But if that Actis repealed, the sufferings of the coolies will 
know no bounds. Referring to the Hxglishman’s statement that the 
Lieutenant-Governor will recommend the repeal of the Act, the writer 
says that if his heart is made of flesh and if he has the slightest common 
sense, he will never do so. : 

64. The Sanjtvani, of the 26th September, says that if a girl consents 
to her violation after the age of ten, the 
present law cannot punish the man who 
violates her. The criminal escapes all punishments even for such a 
heinous offence. The Hindus, the Mahomedans and the Chnistians 
should all join together, to get the law amended. ‘There should be great 
agitation for the protection of girls in India. 

65. The Grdmvartad Prakdshitd, of the 26th September, says that 

The working of the ‘ Cantonment under the Cantonment Act of 1880, the 
veel Magistrate is responsible for the assessment 
and collection of taxes, but he cannot spend a pice of their proceeds which 
remain in the hands of the Commanding Officer. There is no arrange- 
ment for the removal of rubbish, and still the Commanding Officer or the 
medical officer fines any man before whose house he finds an accumulation 


The Coolie Emigration Act. 


The age of consent. 
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rrubbish. ‘The people have to remove rubbish themselves and to pay 
aa also. This is not: justice. 


66. The Navavibhakar, of the 28th September, says that it would 


have made no objection to the unrestricted 
emigration of coolies if the coolies - could 
earn money in an independent manner by going to Assam, and if they 
had not to suffer any oppression at the hands of planters. But so long as 
such is not the case, Government will have to make laws for the protec- 
‘ion of coolies, and will lay itself open to the charge of oppression if it 
joes not do so. Though Government has made laws for the protection of 
the coolies, many facilities for oppression have not yet been removed. It 
3no wonder that the friends of the planters will recommend the repeal 
of such laws. A planter correspondent of the Hnglishman has said :—* It 
has always been a puzzle to me why anybody went to the trouble of 
concocting a long legislative rigmarole on emigration, why not let the 


The Coolie Emigration Act. 


thing be perfectly free? Coolies for Assam are not kidnapped, sold, hand- 


cuffed, or in any way brutally treated.” Referring to this the writer says 
that Government as well as the people know that many coolies are 
kidnapped and that many are concealed by coolie recruiters and Superin- 
tendents of depdts.. The people do not believe that there can be no 
oppression, except handcuffing. It is certain that the oppression by the 
planters and coolie recruiters cannot be easily stopped. When there is such 
oppression in spite of law, it can be easily imagined what will happen if the 
law is repealed. : : 


67. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 28th September, says that 
Theagitation against certain provi. ord Ripon in a manner promised that before 
sions of the Criminal Law. leaving India he would try to amend certain 
portions of the Indian Criminal Law, and to confer upon the natives the right 
of jury trial in some form or other. When he left India he promised that he 
would direct Lord Dufferin’s attention to the subject. But Lord Dufferin 
who has been, since he came to this country, busy with political matters, 
has not yet found time to attend to the subject. An opportunity has 
now presented itself for ventilating the question. The Anglo-Indian 
community has been greatly alarmed at the enhancement by the Bombay 
High Court of the sentences which were passed upon two Europeans 
respectively, named Catley and Fox. When Mr. FitzJames Stephen 
introduced his rigorous Criminal Procedure Code, Europeans in India 
did not show much concern about the matter and believed that the 
law would affect natives alone. But the enhancement of sentence in 
the case of the two Europeans referred to above has now _ brought 
them to their senses. They are now petitioning the Secretary of State for 
the amendment of the provision in the criminal law regarding the enhance- 
ment of sentences on appeal. The editor asks the natives to join in the 
petition and take this opportunity to agitate for the repeal of those 
Provisions of the criminal law which are unnecessarily rigorous. 


IV.—Nativze STATES. 


68. The Sehachar, of the 28rd September, says that the. Maharajah 
of Tipperah should dismiss his evil’ counsellors 

and appoint good ones. There is still 
chance of remedy. Oppression and injustice have not yet commenced in 
N¢ administration of the State. The bad state of the finances is now 
the only defect in it. It is not difficult to remedy the evil. The 
“arajah has not the right of quarrelling with Government, which is 
nae a sharp eye npon the administration of his State. Those who will 
‘ise the Maharajah to quarrel with Government are not his friends. The 
Heads of the Maharajah should warn him. 
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69. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 24th September, says that, owing 


| to the apprehension of famine in his dom). 
The Mise, nd _ fhe apprehended nions next year, the Nizam has given up 
the idea of visiting England. He believes 
that with the money which would be spent upon his visit to that country 
hundreds of thousands of his subjects might be relieved in the case of 
famine. This indeed is seeking the welfare of the people and is worthy 
ofaruler. British officials take it easy on the hills or go on sea voyages 
in quest of health. There is wailing heard all over the country in conse. | 
quence of floods and famine, but their sleep is not disturbed. Who knows § 
how long India will continue to be governed in this way ? 
70. The same paper says that almost all the “independent ” princes 
ii il of India are only independent on paper, — 
gaits but practically they are no better than slaves, 
Almost every day furnishes proof of this. The Tipperah State fur- 
nishes a striking illustration in point. Tipperah is an independent State. 
Though small and not sufficiently possessed of self-defensive capacity, the | 
State never directly entered into any treaties with the British Government, 
which could interfere with its independence. The present Maharajah is 
a man of unblemished moral character and is an able administrator. But the 
income of the State being small, and owing to the necessity the Maharajah is 
under of maintaining large establishments by reason of the State being 
situate on the frontier, he is not able to carry out improvements in every 
direction. Every generous-minded person will therefore read with surprise 
the Government resolution on the administration of Tipperah which appears 
to have been called for by the inability of the Maharajah to carry out certain 
proposals of the British Political Agent. Government has in that resolution 
pointed out thatif the Maharajah does not undertake the reforms suggested by 
the Political Agent, it will be under the necessity of directly interfering in the | 
affairs of the State. Itis difficult to see on what principle Government 
can act in this manner. The editor hopes that it will not unjustly interfere | 
in the independence of the Tipperah State. 
71. The Patakd, of the 25th September, says that let the Maharajah | 


ies of Tipperah put a stop to all unnecessary 
— , expenditure, let him appoint a native manager — 
in the place of an English one, let him either dismiss Baboo Shambhu — 
Chunder Mukerji or keep him at Tipperah, let him try to increase the 
income of the estate, and he will see that his debts will soon be cleared. 
72. The Pratikdr, of the 25th September, says that the Lieutenant- 
sad Governor of Bengal has threatened the 
ss Maharajah of Hill Tipperah with direct inter- | 
ference in the administration of his State unless the Maharajah mends his 
ways from this time. Instead of using such expressions sees an indepen- 
dent prince would not friendly advice have served the purpose of 
Government. : 
73. The Sanjivant, of the 26th September, says that great changes 
as. will take place in Cashmere. Rumour has 
: it that the English will be obliged to interfere | 
in the government of the country, because the Maharajah of Cashmere | 
is not fit for government. Will the annexation policy of Lord Dalhousie 
be again resorted to in India while the Liberals are still powerful in 
England? 
74, The Sddhdrant, of the 27th September, says that almost every | 


Tipperah. newspaper has condemned the Lieutenante 


Governor’s resolution on the Tipperah State. 
The Statesman has said that Government has no right to publish such reso- 


lutions in the Gazette. Government can at best advise the Mabarejah 
in a friendly spirit. Many of the statements in the resolution,are not true- 
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How does Government know that the debts of the Maharajah amount to 11 


lakhs of rupees? No outsider can see the account books of the State. Has 


Government then received the information from a spy? Has Government 
done well in insulting an independent prince by relying upon the words of 
sspy? The Lieutenant-Governor has no right to publish such a resolution. 
When a Resident was first sent to Tipperah, Mr. Aitchison, the then Foreign 
Secretary, promised that Government would not take any notice of, or inter- 
fre with, the internal administration of Tipperah. 

75. The Samaya, of the 28th September, says that the resolution of 

| the Lieutenant-Governor on the administra- 
Hill Tippereh. tion of Hill Tipperah has astonished both 
natives and Europeans. How can the English, who boast of their civiliza- 
tion, draft such a resolution as this? The mere perusal of the resolution 
shows that the Lieutenant-Governor and his Secretaries are inspired by 
mean motives. ‘he Maharajah’s subjects are satisfied with the working of 
the Judicial Department of the administration. There was only one death in 
bis jails. But the death-rate in the British jails is known to all. Had 
the Lieutenant-Governor not been shameless, he could never have publicy 
referred.to this matter. 

76. The Navavibhakar, of the 28th September, says that from the 
fault-finding resolution of the Lieutenant- 
Governor upon the administration of the 
Tipperah State, it appears that the people in that State are happy, at least 
that they are not less happy than the people in British territories. Because 
Sir Rivers Thompson is a very just man he has threatened the Maharaja 
under these circumstances with unpleasant consequences if he does not act 
according to His Honor’s directions. It is no exaggeration to say that 
the resolution is from beginning to end full of unreasonable statements. 
If the prevalence of internal peace, the improvement of the condition of 
the people and of trade, the increase of the income of the State, and 
satisfactory administration of justice and jails are to be accounted as 
signs of unsatisfactory administration, then anarchy prevails in Tipperah. 
The writer endorses'the opinion expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor regar- 
diag the maintenance of unnecessary offices. When the Maharaja is 
entangled in debts, he should try his best to-effect economy. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is not satisfied with the appointment of the Maharaja’s son-in- 
law as Magistrate. The writer says that, according to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the appointment of. the Queen’s son-in-law as Governor of 
Canada must also be a wrong thing. Very bad taste has been shown in the 
remarks made in the resolution on the incompetence of the judicial officers 
of Tipperah. The writer knows that when the British Indian Associa- 
lon requested Sir Rivers Thompson’s government to publish reports 
the administration of divisions submitted by Commissioners, Govern- 
ment refused to do so on the ground that those reports contained remarks 
upon the qualifications of officers. When Government is so eager to 
tonceal the incompetence of its own officials, should it have published 
“counts of the incompetence of the officers of another State in the 

azette? There are also two other amusing things in the resolution. The 
eutenant-Governor has recommended that Mr. Sandys, the manager of 
tal Tipperab, should be empowered to remove the administrative defects. 

at is the use of giving Mr. Sandys all administrative powers when there 
‘¢not many defects in the administration of the State? The Lieutenant- 
“vernor has expressed displeasure, because British subjects who settle in 
perah do not enjoy occupancy rights. The writer says that that right 
‘ould be obtainable by permanent residence, and not as a ersonal right. 
i *n the British subjects do not permanently reside in Tipperah why 
‘hould they obtain that right? From the resolution it appears that the 
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Lieutenant-Governor is very much displeased with the Maharaja of 


Tipperah. While he has freely blamed he has been very niggardl 
matter of praise. The writer advises the Maharaja to be cnet aie 
77. The Dainsk, of the 30th September, says that during the time of 


ever the Russian difficulty Anglo-Indians advised 


the annexation of Cashmere by saying that 
the possession of Cashmere would remove to a large extent the fear of Russia, 


and that it would give an excellent frontier. They were not backward in 
circulating a rumour that the Maharaja was intriguing with Russia. The 
writer cannot say whether a suspicion has been roused in the mind of 
the English Government or not, but the Gilgit mission appears to be 
rather mysterious. Anglo-Indians insist upon, as a last resource, the 
appointment of a Resident in Cashmere. The Maharaja in his lifetime 
had the good fortune of not being troubled with a Resident, but after his 


death the fate of Cashmere seems to be sealed. Cashmere should be- | 
ware. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


78. The Charu Varta, of the 21st September, says that in almost 


a el all the districts of Bengal crops have been 


more or lessinjured. It is the duty of Govern- | 
ment to save the lives of its subjects. Ifit is indifferent, the subjects 


are helpless. Government created a Famine Relief Fund. But the 
fund has been generally used in liquidating debts and in doing other 
things, and in times of famine Government depends on public charity. | 
If the Famine Fund is not used for the purpose of relieving famine, what | 
is its necessity ? The floods are likely to bring about not only a famine 
but also a plague. Government will have to supply the people not only 
with food but also with medicine. Unless Goverment adopts proper measures, 
many are likely to lose their lives. The writer is glad to learn that 
Messrs. Moran and Company of Calcutta are raising subscription for the 
relief of distress. 

79. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 22nd September, says that 


ciliate ei Nae tii people are suffering from scarcity in some | 


places, and have been made destitute by the | 
floods in other places. The Lieutenant-Governor is easy in his mind — 


after entrusting his officers with the task of relieving the distress. 
Government is paying large sums of money to the Ameer, and is also 
spending large sums upon military preparations and upon the increase of 
the strength of the army. But it is reluctant to spend the money paid 


by the people for the relief of distress for that purpose. 


80. The Murshidubad Patrikd, of the 23rd September, says that 
Floods in Bengal the distress now prevailing in Bengal is not | 
, unknown to any one. A succession of bad 

years has reduced the people of Bengal to an extremely deplorable | 
condition. The Russian difficulty has happily come to an end. 
But had the difficulty ‘continued, would Government have given up 
the Empire to Russia because it had no money? It would have 
found the money anyhow for the war. Government would have felt | 
the necessity of raising money in order to defend India. But why 
do they not feel the same necessity of raising money to save the lives 
of the people of India? Who can tell what has been done with the 
accumulated proceeds of the license tax? Let that pass, for such things 


have become common. The people of Bengal are now dying, their lives 
should be saved. | 2 
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91, The same paper hears a ramour that the Lieutenant-Governor 
‘eer in charge of the has called for an explanation from the Engineer 

ris andl embankment, of the Lalitakundi embankment. If he has 
ine 80 he has done well. The embankments should always be kept 
., proper order. It is a matter of great regret that these embankments 
sald give Way; though so much of the people’s money is spent on them 
The Lieutenant-Governor is inspecting the condition of the people with 
his own eyes. In consequence of the grand receptions given him by zemin- 
irs and officials, perhaps he willsay in the end that the country is prosperous. 
39 The Sahachar, of the 28rd September, says that Sir Rivers 
Government and the distress caused Thompson does not desire at present to afford 
by the floods. , relief to those who are suffering from the recent 
foods on an extensive scale. He as well as the Divisional Commissioners under 
him believe that the floods will benefit the province by diminishing the preval- 


ence of diseases and increasing the fertility of the soil. These expected benefits 


are things of the future. Government should consider that people are at 
present going to be ruined. Sir Rivers Thompson has promised to help 
‘he most distressed, but from long experience the writer can see that a 
suficient sum will not be spent for the relief of the people, and that a few 
places only will be benefited by the relief-operations. The work of relief 
should immediately coummence, otherwise helpless persons will perish. 
The Commissioner of Burdwan is still saying that the distress is not great. 
Men like him should not be listened to. Government is trying to conceal 
the extent of the disaster. A meeting should be held without delay 
in Calcutta to agitate upon the subject. Sir Rivers Thompson is not free 
from the apprehension that as a result of an agitation upon the subject, stains 
may be cast upon the character of his administration. 
83. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 24th September, says, that when 
ee the water is completely drained and when 
— the people who may survive the distress return 
to their villages, the Lieutenant-Governor will probably publish a resolution 
for taking a census. If at that time there be men deserving of relief, a public 
meeting should be called for collecting subscriptions, This is an arrange- 
ment very wisely made by Sir Rivers Thompson. This is worthy of his heart. 
There is no doubt that, in no distant future, he will share the disgrace of 
Sir Cecil Beadon. 
84. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 24th September, says that Sir Rivers 
Sir Rivers Thompson and distress ‘Lhompson has thrown cold water on the laud- 
tenor by the Ronda: able proposal made by the members cf the 
deputation that recently waited upon him on the subject of the distress 
caused by the recent floods in Bengal, regarding the necessity of raising 
subscriptions for the relief of the sufferers by holding a public meeting. 
After giving the substance of the conversation which was held between 
His Honor and the members of the deputation, the writer proceeds to 
observe that, Sir Rivers Thompson repeatedly referred to his ignorance of 
the true state of the country, not having had the benefit of the official 
ports on the subject. But it may be asked, if His Honor could not 
“onsistently with his high office believe in any reports of the distress, 
‘Xcept such as he might receive from his subordinates, why did 
task the respectable gentlemen before him to enlighten him on the 
“Ubject? Requesting them to describe the condition of the country 
‘nd then disbelieving their statements was an act of such impidence 
on the part of the Lieutenant-Governor that one finds it difficult to speak 
" it with anything like patience. None but a weak and. selfish person 
‘ould hold that all statements except such as might be made by officials 
"ere to be disregarded. That the Lieutenant-Governor attaches so great 
‘portance to official reports is because such reports are always favourable 
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to Government and never describe the true state of matters. One cannot 
help praising the Hon’ble Peary Mohun Mookerji for his boldly skies 

His Honor to believe the zemindars in this matter in preference to officials 
Sir: Rivers referred to the beneficial after-consequences of the foils 
but what about removing the distress of the houseless and food. 
less people at present? How to make good the loss of rong 
caused to the cultivators? His Honor seems to argue much as the ike 
who holds that the destruction of a house by fire is good, because a new house 
will be built in the place of the old one. Itis indeed a novel argument 

Another curious. argument used by His Honor against holding a public 
meeting, is that it is not reasonable to hold such a meeting before obtaining 
correct information regarding the extent of the distress and the amount of 
relief that may be necessary. To do so, according to him, would be unjust 
because larger subscriptions might be raised than might be necessary, in which 
case the public might suffer. The truth is, the Lieutenant-Governor can- 
not bear to see that any benefit should be conferred upon the people of 
Bengal. The picture of Bengal’s prosperity pains him. He takes a 
delight in witnessing the miseries of the poor. He is ill and is too weak to 
do his duties properly. He does not therefore lixe anxious work and longs 
for quiet and rest. 


85. The Bheri, of the 25th September, says that the English are 
far-sighted, and so in the present distress the | 
English merchants are trying their best to 
save the people, and the Bengali nation is expressing its gratitude to these 
merchants. The writer thinks that the natives of all classes should con-. 
sider the distress of the agriculturistsas their own. But unless Govern-. 
ment attempts to save lives, the unaided efforts of natives will be 
completely unavailing. 


86. The Sdpidhik, of the 25th September (a new paper), says that 
Calcutta gets its grain supply from the } 
districts of Backergunge, Jessore, and Nuddea. 
Of these the two latter are under water owing to the fact that the embank- 

ment at Laltakundi has given way. The writer has received heart-rending — 
accounts of the floods from various quarters, and he is greatly alarmed at the | 
prospects of future distress. The police officers of Maldah have made reports 
in which they describe the wretched condition to which the people have 
been reduced. The Magistrate of the district has for this reason stopped 
their promotion. The writer cannot imagine, how much the people will | 
have to suffer in the hands of officers like the Magistrate of Maldah. 


87. The Patdkd, of the 25th September, says that the lamentations 
of the people are now piercing the heavens. 
| The writer is alarmed at the sight of the | 
distress of innumerable completely destitute persons. Every calamity now 
assumes dreadful dimensions. Formerly earthquakes and famines occurred, 
but when they occurred, they were not very severe. Now famines are occurring — 
every year. People do not now get sufficient food any year. No lasting 
remedy has yet been provided for the evil, nor is there any probability 
of this being done. Those who depend for help upon Government are 
mistaken and have not studied the English character well. Why will the © 
tears of Bengalees move Englishmen who are only foreign conquerors? The — 
shocks of earthquake this year have been terrible. The province has also | 
been eubmerged by floods this year. | 

88. The Pratikér, of the 25th September, says that Sir Rivers Thompson — 
will proceed on a tour of inspection through the — 
flooded districts. But the inspection would © 
require taking a good deal of trouble. The — 
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a-health of Sir Rivers will not allow him to do that. If he simply sees 
local officers and talks with them the work will not be properly done. 
89. The same paper says that the people are not only to be supplied 


i sh ty mall with food but with seed and with implements 
See : of husbandry. Government will have to suspend 
for some time the payment of revenue due from zemindars. If Government 


presses Upon zemindars, they will in their turn press upon their tenants. 
90. To point out that the people of Ghattal should be relieved without 


Floods in Ghattal. any loss of time, the Nava Medint of the 


oe 26th September, describes in some detail the 
condition of the inhabitants of the villages of Isvarapore and Alaigram, and 


asks the Lieutenant-Governor to say whether they deserve relief. They are 
not willing to take a seer or two of rice for aday or two. They are ready to 
beg, if they get relief sufficient for the construction of their houses and for 
the maintenance of their families, otherwise they have resigned themselves 
to their fate. 

91. The agricultural correspondent of the Grdmvdrid Prdkashikd, 


Agricultural improvements. of the 26th September, says that when the Go- 


, _ _vernment of Bengal is going to do something for 
agricultural improvements it should make such arrangements that cattle may get 


sufficient fodder and water. Pasture lands should be set apart in which cattle 
can find abundance of grass. The lands set apart for pasture may include 
both the khamar land of zemindars and raiyati land of tenants, and so 
should lose something. But the ryots are very poor. The zemindars are 
rich, the pastures should therefore be given free of rent for a certain term of 
years. ‘To remove the scarcity of water which prevails in various parts of 
Bengal during the summer season, reservoirs of water should be excavated 
in various places. Government should advance without interest for four or 
five years money to poor peasants to enable them to purchase cattle and 
implements of husbandry and to cultivate more profitable crops. 

92. The same paper says that the floods have done great mischief. 
Gets The whole country knows this. But the 


ruler of Bengal is under a different impres- 

sion. How are lives to be saved then? ‘The writer is glad to notice that 
natives and Europeans are contributing money for the relief of the poor. 
93. The Sanjgivant, of the 20th September, says that about 250 
bist Maca square miles of land in the district of Moor- 
| shedabad are under water. The aus‘crop has 

perished altogether, and the aman crop is expected to yield a return of 
fourannas only. Men reduced to skeletons are flocking from all sides 
ina moribund condition into the town of Jungipore. Baboo Rakhal Dass 
Bural feeds about four to five hundred men daily, and Baboo Mon- 
mohun Singh distributes rice to about 250 persons. Rut Government helps 
noone. People are lying in a moribund condition on both sides of the 
toads. Still the cruel Magistrate says that there is no distress. If any 
one wants to know whether there is distress in the country, he should come 
toJungipore. Hundreds of weak and lean persons, men, women and children 
are begging in the streets, but they are so weak that they can scarcely walk. 
any are expiring on the road side. The telegram from the correspondent 
of the Sanjivanf has induced the Government of India to rouse the 
overnment of Bengal from its slumbers. The Government of Bengal asked 
the Magistrate of Moorshedabad the following questions—Who is res- 
ponsible for the breach in the embankment? How many places have been 
‘ubmerged? © Whether lives have been lost? What is the condition of 
the crops? Whether Government relief is necessary? What subscrip- 
lions can be locally raised? And what measures have been taken to save 
lives? The truthful Magistrate has written in reply that the condition 
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of the crops is good, that the helpless have been provided with work and 
that half the proceeds of the subscription (Rs. 500) has been set apart f 
distribution. Mr. Pratt, who was up to this time trying witk all his heart to 
help the needy, has been transferred to Burdwan at this critical moment. 
Has this punishment been inflicted upon him for telling the truth? - Baboo 
Rakhal Das of Jungipore asked for a tuccavi advance of Re. 6,000 on a 
property valued at Rs. 10,000, but the matter is still being inquired 
into. Sir Rivers Thompson, Mr. Smith and Mr, eakes will 
proceed to inspect the condition of the people with their own eyes, 
If they inspect with their own eyes they will learn something. But f 
they see with the Magistrate’s eyes, they will remain as ignorant as ever, 
94. The Bangabdst, of the 26th September, thinks that never was 
eniniaiien Wine Bengal in so great a distress as at the 
" - present moment, except during the famine 
in 1770, at the beginning of the English rule in India. At the present 
juncture the gods, the rulers, and the people are alike to blame. From Sep- 
tember last scarcity of food was felt in the districts of Beerbhoom, Burdwan 
and Bankoorah. The arrangements made by Government were not 
sufficient to save lives. During the hot season conflagrations became 
frequent and the scarcity of water was great. The scarcity of food and 
water combined to bring about an outbreak of cholera. Then came 
the destructive earthquakes, and last of all came the inundations which 
laid the districts of Burdwan, Bankoorah, Nuddea, Jessore, Midnapore, 
Hooghly, Howrak and the 24-Pergunnahs under water. From last September 
to the present day no one is happy. ‘Trade is at a standstill. 
95. The Sulabh Samachar, of the 26th September, says that 


is tie ee Sir Rivers Thompson does not think that the 


floods. floods are of a serious nature. He says that 


the water will soon be drained out and the — 
crops will be abundant. He has gone out on a tour of inspection 


through the districts of Nuddea, Moorshedabad, &c. Sir Rivers does not 
know how to sympathise with the people of this country. They want 
kind-heartedness in their rulers. If the ruler dost not sympathise with 
the sufferings of his subjects, their sufferings become intense. 
96. The Sdrasvata Patra, of the 26th September, says that Bengal — 
i ae has this year been visited by unprecedentedly | 
1” ne heavy flood. The districts of Moorshedabad 
Nuddea, Burdwan, Bankoora, and Midnapore are under water. The writer 1s 
sorry that Government is doing nothing to relieve the distress caused by the § 
floods. This is not the time for Government to remain indifferent, and | 
this is not the time for residing in the hills. A boat was coming with | 
eixteen passengers from Ghattal to Calcutta. ‘Lhe majority of the passengers 
were females who had their guardians at Calcutta, and who, unable any 
longer to bear their sufferings at Ghattal, were coming to join them, But 
the boat met with an accident at the mouth of the Singamari canal, 
where the current was too strong for it, and sank. No lives have been 
saved. 
97. The Sddhdrani, of the 27th September, says that the Lieute- 
‘The Lieutenant-Governor and the Nant-Governor has said that there 18 nO- 
eominaes somes tay The Shoes. necessity for hurriedly holding meetings to 
collect subscriptions for the relief of the distress caused by the floods, 
when the extent of the disaster is not yet known, The Lieutenant- | 
Governor has also said that floods often increase ‘the fertility of the soil. 
The Bengal Government, however, is wide awake, and will surely afford 
relief when relief is necessary. The Lieutenant-Governor is .of opinion that 
no sympathy should now be shown for the distressed people. The writer 
says that if these opinions of the Lieutenant-Governor are not surprising, 
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jothing is» The disaster which befell the people one month ago has 
not yet come to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor, and enquiries are 
till being made about it. What can be more surprising than the fact 
that the Lieutenant-Governor has not yet beard that the people of Moorshe- 
jabad, Ghattal and many other places have been made homeless and 
completely destitute by the floods? Has he for that reason granted only 
Rs, 1,500 for the relief of the people of Ghattal ? The writer finds it difficult 
to believe that the Lieutenant-Governor does not really know these things. 
But as great disgust will be produced in his mind if he believes that on 
old Christian like Sir Rivers Thompson has feigned ignorance, he is not 
‘nclined to believe this. The state of the crops in every place which has been 
flooded will be wretched. As for there being a bumper harvest next year 
owing to alluvial deposits, the people will obtain benefit of it only if they live 
till next year. ‘The writer cannot understand why the Lieutenant-Governor 
has made such a childish statement, that owing to the floods a good 
harvest will be produced next year. The Lieutenant-Governor has told 
the people not to hold any public meeting for collecting subscriptions for 
the relief of the distress caused by the floods, lest they should make an 
agitation about it similar to that on the Burdwan famine, and lest he 
should have to render an explanation. But the writer is confident that 
the people will not be so foolish as to desist from charity at the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s advice. The Governor-General should not now move-ahout India 
accepting hospitality in the houses of Rajahs. His Excellency should now come 
down to Bengal. Referring to the license tax, the writer says that when that 
tax was imposed, Government promised that its proceeds would be spent for 
famine-relief, After that time there has been distress in many places, but not 
asingle rupee out of the proceeds of that tax has been spent for the 
= . the distress in those places. Has Government really deceived the 
eople ! 
,' "98, The same paper says that when Mr. Marindin obtained a grant 
i i .. Of Rs. 15,000 from the Lieutenant-Governor 
Sion. Nababgunge, and Kalia- for famine-relief in the thanas of Shibgunge, 
- -Nababgunge and Kaliachak, and established 
Committees in different places for advising in what manner relief should 
be granted, people believed that the Magistrate’s opinion had changed, and 
that he was anxious to relieve distress before man had fed upon man. But 
now they have found that their hope was a delusion. The Magistrate 
has after enquiries come to the conclusion that with the crops which have 
been gathered, men will be able to live till Pous, and then crops of pulses 
will grow. It is a matter of regret that only a small portion of the sum 
of Rs. 15,000 granted by the Lieutenant-Governor has been spent for the 
telief of distress in Shibgunge and Nababgunge. The distress in Kaliachak 
has been hushed up. It is still said thatthe police has been instructed to 
make careful enquiries about the distress. What is the use of saying this 
after such a long time ? This is suspicious. | 
99. The Navavibhdkar, of the 28th September, is very glad that the 


| Indian Union has sent a competent repre- 
vu Hotere coneel ty the feels. ss aicline to gn quire about the probable dis- 
tress in Nuddea, Jessore and Moorshedabad owing to the recent floods, and 


that subscriptions are being raised in Midnapore and Tumlook for the relief 
of the people suffering from the floods. Dependence upon Government 
will not do. The writer does not think that the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
tour will change the opinion which he has expressed at Belvedere about 
the distress caused by the floods. The expenditure of Rs. 100 or 

Rs. 1,000, and tuccavi advances of Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 20,000 will not do. 
The distress will not be relieved if Government does not spend money 
liberally, Subordinate officials have already begun to sing to the tune 
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struck by the Lieutenant-Governor. Some are from this time saying th 
the distress caused by the floods will not be great. at 


100. The Som Prakdeh, of the 28th September, is glad to learn that 


the Lieutenant-Governor will set out op ‘ 

Sho Uicitonest Bovemes and the tour through the mofussil. The reportg sub- 

mitted by the officials are generally one-sided 

and unsatisfactory. Ifthe Lieutenant-Governor inspects the condition of 

the flooded places with his own eyes, he will see the urgent necessity for — 
the affording of relief by Government. Private charity will not do at this 

time. 
101. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governo,’ 


s 
to the prayer of the deputation which es, 
PcPro y wa ayy yn and the ypon him to inform him of the distress | 


caused by the recent floods cannot byt 
move even a cool-headed person to try to bring him toa proper sense 
of his duties any how. The Lieutenant-Governor has said that the 
results of the flood will be mee The writer cannot ascertain ip 
what sense His Honor has made the above statement. He has probably 
characterized the ultimate results of the floods as good, because his desire 
to see Bengal injured has been satisfied. Owing to the misfortune of 
Bengal the chief counsellors of Sir Rivers Thompson are men of his own 
type. Messrs. Lowis and Smith have both expressed opinions similar to 
those of the Lieutenant-Governor. The first named worthy has se‘d that 
ome distress may be immediately caused by the floods, but they will ultimately 
cause a bumper harvest. But the writer reminds Sir Rivers Thompson 


and Messrs. Lowis and Smith of the immediate deaths of the people 


owing to the distress and prevalence of epidemics caused by the floods, and 


tells them not to rejoice owing to the probability of a bumper harvest. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is showing his liberality by sending such sufficient 
sums as Rs. 1,000 for the relief of places where Rs. 50,000 is necessary, 


‘The writer desires that all the gentlemen of Bengal should combine to 


inform Parliament and the English public of the doings of the Lieutenant | 
Governor, who is incurring the guilt of murdering men. The English public 
and Parliament are generous and tender-hearted; some remedy may be 
expected if they hear of the Lieutenant-Governor’s demoniac conduct. If 
no remedy can be obtained even from them, the people of. Bengal will 
depend upon God, who is the friend of all the helpless. 
102. The Samachar pny - aie 4 “tte says that these 
are evil days for engal. The Kastern 
oan pee ee Bengal is under water, a the Western 
Bengal has been washed away. The gentleman in whose hands the 
destinies of 70 millions of men have been placed is so sickly that he goes’ 
from the hills to Ceylon, and from Ceylon to the hills. The writer’ 
asks the rulers to study the internal condition of the people instead of 
busying themselves with new legislation, new law, and new revolution? 
The condition of the people is terrible. It is deplorable. Unless ‘measures 
are adopted with energy and with foresightedness, the consequences will be 
dreadful. 
103. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 28th September, says that. 
The floods and Sir Rivers Thomp: When Sir Rivers Thompson supported the: 
ae police in the Pubna murdér case, and the 
Magistrate of Chittagong in the case of Asraf Bibi, when he upheld the 
various acts of injustice and oppression committed by Messrs. Mosely, Sh 
and other Magistrates, when he initiated a policy of repression towards§ 
school boys of tender years, and when he went to the length of even throwing) 
ridicule upon his Divine Master, the people still believed that he was not 
heartless, but that his acts of injustice and oppression were due to bis 
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geakness of mind. But his reply to the deputation that waited upon 
him on the subject of the recent floods, was such as could be given only 
by a person whose heart was made of stone. Sir Rivers tried to make light 
of the earnest representations made to him by the members of the 
deputation. He was not inclined to believe that the distress was wide- 
spread, and said that the floods would increase the productive powers of 
the soil. Nor did he favour the idea of a public meeting. It is difficult 
to conceive how in response to the prayer of the deputation for relief, 
he could propose to spend only a thousand rupees for that purpose. 
One does not know whether to regard him as mad or heartless for this 
proposal. Does Sir Rivers really occupy the throne, a former occupant of 
which, (Sir Cecil Beadon) was very nearly punished for his partial indiffer- 
ence to the distress of the people during the Orissa famine and another 
occupant of which ( Sir George Campbell ) spent six to seven crores of 
rupees on relief works on the occurrence of slight distress in Behar? Is 
gi Rivers an official of that Government which during the Madras 
famine insisted that people must be saved alive at all costs? How could 
again Sir Rivers deny the existence of the Famine Fund? About this 
Famine Fund many officials have hitherto had to say many things, but 
none except Sir Rivers has up till now had the hardihood to question ‘its 
existence, because these officials have always felt that to do so would 
have the effect of destroying the confidence of the people in the British 
Government and thus destroying British rule in this country. Only the 
other day the Secretary of State for India stated in Parliament that the 
Famine Fund had been diverted from its original purpose owing to the 
exigencies of the administration, but even he did not venture to deny 
the existence of the fund. Considering the heartlessness shown by Sir 
Rivers Thompson in the matter of the recent floods, it behoves the authori- 
ties to send him away from the country as soon as possible, otherwise his 
daily increasing incompetency and bad administration of public affairs may 
destroy all loyalty to British rule among the people of Bengal. A person 
who can wound the feelings of tens of millions of natives is an enemy 
not only of this country but of the British Empire also. Lord Dufferin is 
defending India from foreign enemies, and it is to be hoped that His Excel- 


lency will also see that owing to Sir Rivers Thompson’s mal-administration, 


enemies to British rule do not spring up within India itself. 

104. The same paper remarks in reference to the Government reso- 
The floods and Sir Rivers Thomp- lution of the 22nd September on the floods 
=. in Krishnagore and Banagram, that the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has not taken into account the various hardships already 
caused as well as those likely to be caused to the people in consequence of 
the recent inundations. He has only calculated the extent of the loss 
which has been caused to the paddy crop. But this is not the only loss 
that has resulted from the floods. Many people have lost their houses, 
many have lost everything they had. His Honor has not said anything 
about the loss of cattle which constitute almost the whole resources of the 

engal peasant, nor about the scarcity of fodder which will seriously affect 
the cattle that have been saved. If he had attended closely to the distress 
the people, he could not but have thought of the many ways in which 
ey are suffering, But even if the extent of the distress be only such as 
a3 heen described in the Government resolation, the sum that His Honor 
7 Sanctioned for relief purposes, will but prove a dew drop in the Sahara 
‘ert. Whoet the number of population is in the part of Banagram 
: erred to in the resolution has not been stated, but there can be no doubt 
a thousands of people in that tract of country are in great distress. The 
utenant-Governor has sanctioned only Rs. 1,500 for their relief. The 
“mount will not prove sufficient even if the relief granted to each 
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person be not higher than four annas. His Honor has given on), 
Rs, 6,000 for relief purposes in Kishnagore. At ‘least a lakh of peoni, 
in that district are in distress, and to grant this small sum for the sarees 
of helping them is only to mock their necessities. True, the allotment 
hag been increased by Rs. 10,000 sanctioned for tuccavi advances, but 
even if this sum of Rs. 16,000 be distributed among the sufferers, each 
person will not receive more than nine or ten pice. The sufferings of 
the people in gonsequence of the inundations have now only begun; as 
the water subsides deadly epidemics with other calamities in their train 
will make their appearance. Tne Lieutenant-Governor expects that there 
will be an unusually abundant rubbece crop this year as a result of the 
floods. But it will not be possible to grow this crop, if the water does 
not recede from the fields by the first half of the month of Kartik. Owing 
to the obstructions which have been caused to the natural water-courses of 
the country by railways and other roads, that result will not probably be 
brought about before the end of Kartik. Asto the increase of the pro- 
ductive powers of the soil which may be expected to be caused by the inun- 
dations, this beneficial result wili be counterbalanced by the loss of ferti- 
rid . many fields owing to an accumulation of sand therein caused by the 
OOGS8, : 
May Providence fulfil the expectations of Sir Rivers Thompson; but 
if the worst apprehensions of the people should be fulfilled, His Honor 
would suffer materially for it. If naglect now should lead to an increase 
of the sufferings of the people, and the British Government find itself 
unable to witness the spectacle, the State would be put to expenses 
= wn those which may suffice at present for the requirements of the 
tressed. 


105. Tbe same paper contains an imaginary account of a conversa- 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s durbar tion which is supposed to have passed be- 


and a deputetion on the subject of the tween the Lieutenant-Governor and the mem- 


floods. bers of a deputation which recently waited 


upon him at Belvedere on the subject of the late floods in Bengal. In this 
conversation His Honor is described as showing perfect indifference to 
the distress of the people caused by the inundations. While the members 
of the deputation, European and native, are dwelling upon the hardship the 
people have been put to, and the great necessity that has arisen for Govern- 
ment to relieve their distress, His Honor is found expatiating on the salub- 
rious climate of Ceylon and its beneficial effects upon his health ; upon Ins | 
desire to go to Darjeeling which is, however, soon changed in favour of a 
river trip to the flooded districts on hearing of the inundations from the 
members of the deputation. Sir Rivers Thompson expresses a desire to go- 
to Kishnagure to see the floods, and thinks that flood water increases the 
appetite. His Honor is not inclined to believe thatthe floods have caused 
any very widespread distress, and fears that the members of the deputation — 
have been misled by Bengali Baboos on that point. The Lieutenant- 
Governor points out, that the floods will increase the fertility of the soil in 
the submerged districts, and says that he does not know what to do until 


— he is furnished with reports by the officials, and in reply to a question 


states, that it is probable that there will be great delay in the submission of 
these reports, because the local officials will be busy with excise matters, the 


license tax, and other affairs affecting Government revenue, and because the 


police will be busy in detecting thieves and robbers, whose numbers will in- 
crease on the occasion of such a widespread calamity. His Honor further says 
that he cannot depart from the prescribed official procedure even if the country 

is ruined. He says that he is opposed to the idea of holding a public meeting — 
for the purpose of raising funds for the relief of the sufferers, because if this | 


were done, the people would go mad over flvods and bother him and tne | 
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iocal officials who would find it impossible to send reports in accordance 
e policy of Government. The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that 4 
aun of Be. 1,000 would be sufficient for all purposes of relief, and when a 
member of the deputation says that he feels that he must apologize fot 
troubling him with such matters in the present state of his health, His 
fonor indignantly repels the insinuation that he is in bad health, The 
Lieutenant-Governor does not deny the existence of the Famine Fund, but 
says that the Fund was not created for the purpose of famine relief, but for 
the purpose of im poverishing the people and thus bringing about famine. 
His Honor at length dismisses the members of the deputation with the 
emark that they need not trouble themselves with the subject of the 
floods. . ' 
106. The same paper says that it does not believe that if there should 
rhe foods and Sir Rivers Thomp- be really any very widespread distress and pesti- 


o ____ lence in Bengal, the Lieutenant-Governor 
would show then such indifference as he has shown before the members of 


the deputation that recently waited upon him on the a ome of the floods. 
Nevertheless, His Honor ought to have directed the local authorities to 
pay particular attention to the subject. Of course, His Honor is placed in an 
embarrassing position, Knowing, as be does, that Government will not allow 
him to spend as much as he thinks fit in the case of distress and epidemics. 
This knowledge has probably led him to conceal the true extent of the 
distress caused by the floods. But he ought to think that he would be 
wanting in his duty if people should die of starvation in Bengal, and that if 
precautions are not taken, the effecte of the calamity will be so widespread 
a to baffle all attempts to remove them. The people of Bengal have now 
aright of seeking State relief, inasmuch as they now pay a famine cess. 
Under these circumstances, Sir Rivers Thompson did not do well by offering 
asum of Rs. 1,000 only for relief purposes, 

107. The Swrabhé, of the 80th September, says that the blocking up 
of the natural water-courses of the country by 
the construction of railways and excavation of 
cinalsis one of the chief causes of the prevalence of malaria in the province. 
The North-Western Provinces are dry, still malaria has begun to prevail there 
forthe above reason. F'rom the bealth report of the North-Western Povinces 
for the last year 1t appears that malaria has made its appearance in 16 districts 
of those provinces. Government should remedy the evil which it is causing 
by its ignorance. Government is ruining the people and trying to destroy them 
by ruining their health. Had it been any other country, Government would 
have been properly punished for it. Because Indians have not yet become 
powerful enough to inflict such punishment upon Government it is so bald. 


Government and malaria. 


VI.—MuiscreLLAyeEovs. 


108. The Parédarshak, of the 20th September, says that Lady Dufferin 
Lady Dufferin is very kind-hearted. Her heart melts at 
| } the sufferings of mative females from various 

diseases, and Her Excellency is trying to remedy the evil. The public will 
always remain indebted to her Ladyship for her good work. She is asked to 
accept the heartfelt thanks of the writer. | 

109. The Uchit Vakid, of the 26th September, says thatthe English 


system of medical treatment is not suited 


nei 2ol* for the study of Hindu tg Indians, Government should establish 
schools for the study of Hindu medicines in 

order to revive that system which is being forgotten. - 
110. The Sddkdrani, of the 27th Septentber, says that the fact that 
Lady Dufferin’s Fund. sufficient money is not being contributed to 
Lady Dufferin’s Fund proves that experience 
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is making people more and more cautious. The people have not yet bee : 
fited by ha amet rer for public benefit hitherto sisalltitied, to thi we 
Natives are not deriving benefit from the Eden Hospital, though they con- 
tributed money for its establishment. Who can be sure that the money in 
Lady Dufferin’s fund will be spent exclusively for the benefit of Indians? Wij) 
she spend her life here to see that this is done? She will go away from the 
country after four years. She will at most appoint a few trustees, byt 
such trustees cannot be trusted. Lady Dufferin’s project is noble, ang 
she is anxious to supply a real want of the country. The writer will be 
very sorry if her object is not fulfilled. But her object will not be gained 
if she depends upon the people alone. Let her with her husband accept 
hospitality at the houses of great Rajas and her object may be gained. 
111, The same paper says that one at times meets in the streets of 
Calcutta with many painful sights, such as 
Helpless native beggars in Cal- blind and lame beggars. These helpless 
pow: people while suffering constant agony from 
diseases, have also to suffer from want of food. It has become indispen. | 
sably necessary to provide an asylum for these helpless native beggars, 
There is a leper asylum in Calcutta, but natives are seldom seen in it. 
112. The Som Prakdsh, of the 28th September, referring to the 
| petition of the Band of Hope for the removal 
Removal of prostitutes fo a separate of prostitutes from near schools and colleges — 
— in Calcutta, expresses a hope that the Lieute- 
nant-Governor will give orders for their removal to a separate quarter 
of the town. The injury which they do by remaining near schools and 
colleges is far less than the nuisance which they create by remaining in | 
respectable quarters. a 
113. The Ananda a of the — ran puts ous 
- the suggestion that, if Lady Dufferin estab- 
eer tablishes hospitals all over Bengal at this 


time of distress, Her Excellency will save the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of people by this means. 


8 country, 


Urtya Papers. 


114. The Samvdd Bahika as also its contemporary of the Sebata 
Death of the minor Chief of Dhen- are still mourning the death of the late — 
Kanal. Jub-Raj of Dhenkanal. 
115. Referring to the revised list of Honorary Magistrates serving 
Honorary Magistrates for the on the Bench of Cuttack, the Uf thal Dintka 
Cuttack Bench. remarks that the selection of men for the 
work is not satisfactory, as the names of a large number of competent men 
in the town have been left out. 
116. The same paperis of opinion that Mr. Williamson, the Special — 
she Wiitinian Deputy Collector in charge of canal revenue 
cases in Cuttack, does not seem to understand 
the details of such cases. It therefore advises the above officer to | 
examine carefully the evidences that come before him and not to put implicit — 
faith in the statements of the officers of the Canal Revenue Department. 
117. The Sebaka, of the 19th September, has'the following article on — 
_ The Cuttack municipality and traffic the Cuttack Municipality -— The agita- 
ed. cess tion produced by the ‘ Maiden Tribute to 
modera Babylon” is, we find, not confined to the shores of Great | 
Britain, it has begun to tell upon the social atmosphere of. India | 
also. Ministers of different religions, Editors of responsible journals, and — 
reformers of all descriptions, have found once more the necessity of exX- 
amining the framework, basis, and stability of the huge social superstructure, 
in which they have resided so long. Who knows that there is not a strong 


( 1265 ) 


ader-current of moral filth and abomination flowing at its bottom, which 
: ay not one day suddenly sap the very foundations of society? The 
sapial attitude of Indian papers towards the evils of English society has 
row been changed into a vivid consciousness of the existence of equally 
deplorable evils in the Indian society. These evils can only be eradicated 
by the simultaneous working of different moral agencies that are in exist- 
once in the important centres of population in India. Not the least among 
them are municipalities. A corporate body with summary qe and 
suficient funds, an Indian municipality can effect. substantial reforms in 
various Ways. We shall confine our attention to the Cuttack Municipality. 
The other day we came across the letter of the Cuttack correspondent of 
the Pioneer, in which it has been pointed out that young girls are sold as 
household furniture, that the transaction is secretly carried on in the houses 
of ill-fame in that town, and that the People’s Association are bent on taking 
practical steps with the object of securing their amelioration. We do not 
know whether the state of things is exactly the same as described in the 
Pioneer, but we shall be glad to hail any attempts, which the so-called 
People’s Association may put forth in the direction of righteousness and 
reform. We are, however, impressed with the tone of depraved morality, 
which pervades the different orders of society in the Cuttack town, and we 
helieve our remark must not be misconstrued into an offensive and libelious 
attack on the Cuttack society in general. Were a Secret Commission to 
work in midnight hours in this town, a great deal of sin and misery, and 
the fostering care with which they are grown by genteel society, would at 
once come to light. We would rather like to have a dark veil thrown over 
the misdeeds of the sons of Satan, as we cannot bear their sight in any 
way. At the same time, we cannot but notice with a great deal of 
surprise the callous indifference with which the Cuttack Municipality treats 
such objects. Houses of prostitutes and other bad characters have been 
distributed all over the town. Each bazar has its own Satanic abcde; brothels 
and opium shops are visible in every direction; the temptation for our 
young is very strong. It should be the policy of the municipality to locate 
such houses in a particular quarter of the town, and we have, no doubt, 
that the continuity of such a policy, by the help of successive office bearers 
fora certain number of years, will result in their concentration in a fixed 
part of the town. The Native Christain and the European community 
must be congratulated on the way in which they are breathing a purer 
atmosphere, whereas the Hindu and Mahomedan villages have turned out 
to be the vilest abodes of sin and carnality. We hope our remarks will 
draw the attention of the Municipal Commissioners, who held out great 
hopes to the rate-payers before their election, and who, if they do not try 
to fulfil the same, will simply belie the most sanguine expectations 
titertained of them by their friends. 

Death of the Maharaja of Cash. 218. All the papers in Orissa are mourning 


mere, the death of the late Maharaja Ranbir Singh 
of Cashmere, 
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